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January 9th, 2024

Office of Equity and Human Rights
Mayor Ted Wheeler
Commissioner Rubio

Commissioner Mapps
Commissioner Ryan
Commissioner Gonzalez

To whom it concerns:

We write to you in solidarity, as a civic engagement non-profit organization that
advocates for social and ecological well-being, with Palestinian and Jewish communities
in Portland and around the globe calling for a ceasefire in Gaza.

In recent years, City Council has released statements of solidarity with Ukrainian and
Afghan communities experiencing war, violence, and displacement. As a sanctuary city,
Portland strives to welcome immigrants and refugees who seek to build community
here. We have noticed that the City has yet to issue any public statements on Gaza even
as antisemitism, Islamophobia, and anti-Arab racism are increasing.

We urge you, as City of Portland leadership, to take action and offer the following
suggestions for consideration:

1. Join Senator Merkley and other US cities in calling for a ceasefire.
2. Reiterate the City’s status as a sanctuary city for those fleeing violence, experiencing
displacement, and seeking refuge.
3. Urge the continued increase of humanitarian aid, fuel to hospitals, and permanent
restoration of water to Gaza.
4. Condemn genocide, human rights violations, antisemitism, and Islamophobia
whenever and wherever they occur.

We look forward to the City of Portland taking meaningful, informed action.

Thank you for your consideration,

SE Uplift Board of Directors

Uplifting community advocacy since 1968.

https://www.portland.gov/rubio/news/2022/2/24/joint-council-statement-ukraine
https://www.portland.gov/rubio/news/2021/8/20/city-and-county-leaders-ask-biden-administration-admit-afghans-send-them-here
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2023/11/second-graffiti-of-a-swastika-found-at-reed-as-israel-hamas-protest-and-backlash-roil-campus.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/11/26/three-palestinian-students-shot-near-the-university-of-vermont.html
https://www.merkley.senate.gov/merkley-statement-on-israel-and-gaza/
https://www.metrotimes.com/news/detroit-is-first-major-us-city-to-pass-resolution-calling-for-ceasefire-in-gaza-34685447#:~:text=Detroit%20joins%20other%20U.S.%20cities,in%20passing%20a%20ceasefire%20resolution.

